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Secretary Report

Dear Respected STA members,

Welcome to theMay editionof the Secretary Report.

Greetings, the month of May is very busy for our Telugu Community in Sydney with lot of gatherin

0s,

Prayers, Poojas, celebrations and etc. For our STA EC team, after a huge successful event in Aprd, it

may seem to be a relaxing monttbut the team is working hard in negotiating with our regular annu
sponsors to continue with us and looking for new annual sponsors as well as reconciling accounts
annual auditing. Our 2% year celebrations are captured in memorable quality picturasd videos; these
will be uploaded into our web site and shared via our STA mediums. If any one wants a copy photos
videos, please download them or contact any EC team member for any particular copy. We are recei
a few enquiries about 2% year printed copy of souvenir. If any life members and sponsors did not recei

one, please contact us, as we have few copies. We will give them away on first come first serve basis.

STA EC is planning to meet with all sulcommittees in coming weeks and work tether to deliver

Al

for

or

ng
e

services to our life members and community. | am happy to share with you all that our STA life memper

and current STA Treasurer Sreeni Pillamarri has been elected as United Indian Association (U

President. On behalf STA EC and life menabs | congratulate Sreeni to have a successful tenure in UIA.

Sydney Telugu Seniors Event

wy dzd .-committee, Sydney Telugu Seniors led byr Ravi Seethamrajwgaru, have organised Telugu
Seniors Forum onl19th May 2018 at North Rocks Senior Citizens Qure, Carlingford There are about

70+ seniors attended this event. The event started at around 4:30pm by lighting a lamp dndsinging

1" ? _ >n 1All'then paid respects tane of the seniors, Smt Vimala Devi Veramachineni, who had

recently passed avay. The event was very informative, entertainment and very successful. The eve

concluded at around 8:30pm. For full details of this event from start to end, please read an arti

~

< . P N> L R (- B2, WA ? . % of EC, I congratulate_Dr Ravi |

Seethamraju garu and Telugu Seniors Team for another successful event.

IA)

PNt
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Pag8




Upcoming Events

Broadcasters Picnic Day

Date: 24/0 6/2018 , Time andVenue: TBA

Welcome to New Life Members May 2018

TITLE FIRST_NAME | LAST_NAME

Mr Varaprasad | Pola

Mrs Nirmala Remala

Best Regards,
Sateesh Babu Varada Raju

Secretary, Sydney Telugu Associatidnc.
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An event organised by Sydney Telugu Seniors (STS), Tkigu Association on 19 May2018:
A Report by Dr. Ravi Setamraju.

On 19May 2018, Sydney Telugu Seniors group of the Telugu Association had organised a senior citiz
forum led by its coordinator Dr Ravi Seethamraju. Attended by about 70 of our membéns event was
conducted at North Rocks Senior Citizens CentreCarlingbrd. By lighting a lampand by singing
i"?_>aA 20722 ] . tSPM>The datherirfg thén’paid respetts to onef the

seniors, Smt Vimala Devi Veramachineni, who hadcently passed away. Thernhe proceedingsstarted

with prayers by two gnior citizens.

Welcoming members, Dr Ravi Seethamraju, the coordinator and public officer of STA, explained
objective as a review of the activities so far and planning for future. Heged members of all age groups

to strongly support the initiatives organised for seniors by actively participating in the events as wel

helping as volunteersHe asked members not to consider these events just for 'retired’ people. He sa|d,

accordingto experts, true planning for life as a 'senior citizen' should seriously start a decade or t

earlier. Though there arejust a handful of 'real' seniors (>65 years) that fit Governmental definition of

senior citizens in our STA membership now, he saidi¢ group would inevitably grow in time and coulg
potentially become a voice representing Telugu seniors in NSW for years to come. He said, he and S

EC therefore are inviting many 'younger' members to participate in the events and help us do better.

Dr Ravi Seethamrajusubsequently gave a briefeview of the events organised by the group in the pagt

two years since its inception in April 201&nd welcomed suggestions and feedbackle said, a seminar
" _ Y. _ A Succession planning, estate planning, © © ° ? _ > 4 . A- L
eminent practising lawyer was attended by about 40 members. This event with one hour Q&A at the 4
proved to be an interactive and insightful event for members, he said. Many members have obtai
individud advice with regard to the estate planning and general Will after the session and appreciated
opportunity provided by the Sydney Telugu Seniors group, Dr Ravi Seethamraju reported. In Octg

i aed ? TN ' \Y; ' .00 N S M, T Y h hy~? "~ >A? hA” -

Human Services,was organised where sheresented the options and opportunities available to Telug
Seniors to avail of the federal government benefits inding the transport concessionsand matters
relevant to he seltfunded retirees. About 35 members attended that eveilr Ravi reported In October
laeh 2 AL A_ . _ {was organised® . T _ 3?2 B>2 Y AL 12| AC
Australia presented an interactive and entertaining seminar on Demeerdnd explained changes in
memory and thinking with age, some myths, misgivings and facts about Dementia and demonsitr:

simple tips that could help maximise brain healthDr Ravi Seethamraju reported that dong Q & A

the
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session followed her entertainingral informative presentation wherein about 40 members participat¢d

and sought clarifications and advicdn addition to this, Dr Murthy Chennapragada, a life member of ogr

Association shared his expert insights on the nutrition and health and explained lalth pyramid and

tips for managing health.

Dr Ravi Seethamraju reminded members about the discussions the members had on the need for-ag

care facility/retiring homes for Telugu seniors in the inaugural event in April 2016 and given an updaje.

Based o the information gathered so far on the issuand his discussions with groups such as Tami

Senior Citizens Association, anth view of the recent negative press coverage highlighting the treatmeft

of senior citizens in someretiring homes in NSW, Dr RavSeethamraju has explained the potentia)

challenges for the Sydney Telugu Seniors group and STA to take this forward. Ravi reported that |the

Tamil Senior Citizens Association, established 25 years ago with around 15 members now has over $00

members in tkeir association. He said, ihow has 20 units in two suburbs for th@ccupancy of deserving

seniors. These retiring homes, he said werebtained and managed through a separate enti€ called

y > owaA " " T A exclusively.estabih€d folfthis purposeEven thongh ithe p

number of senior citizens in our membership is very low (handful) at present and therefore there is
critical mass for any constructive action immediater Ravi Seethamraju hagointed outthe strategic
need to ontinue our discussions andexploratory activities furtherRavi said we could discuss and
explore various models of retiring homesalready in place in NSWand has promised to continuehis
discussions with the Tamil Seniors Association to understand th@ions and challenges better and repor

backto the members in the next event.

During the planning and review sessions, several membeappreciated the value and benefits of theg

events organised earlier to them individually and to the Telugu communitiBW in general and thanked

no
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the Sydney Telugu Seniors group and STA. Heartily welcoming more of such events, they h

suggested the following events:

1 Seminars on medical/health related topics

d ., AN A_ 2 N 2 izéns (intb fhe future) . AL ¢ .
Poetry sessions to recite/discuss/review poems by great Telugu poets

Five Minute talks on any interesting topic and focused discussions

Expert seminars on legal matters relevant to seniors

Seminars on Superannuation (both seffinded and others) by experts

An event starting with some memory games

= =A =4 A4 A4 - -

views, story. A T 7 AL AN, o> 4 vaA T T ] N7 <
1 Theme based activities that reta to Telugu culture, literature and arts (including movies, song
and other aspects unique to Telugu culture.

1 Talks by visiting Telugu scholars/poets on Telugu literature

These =rious review and planningliscussions wee interspersed with entertainmengrovided by local
talent Their light musicin between various segments of the evening haept the event alive, entertaining

and energetic. At 7.00 PM as planned, a light dinner was served by the Committee.

During the event, on behalf of the Sydney Telug8eniors, Dr Ravi Seethamrajufacilitated current
ALA<. ' AN < AN A SA, v Y Asilver jubilee Ygadi
celebrations in April 2018 with aecord attendance of around 2000people. STA Executive Committee
membes present include Mr. Srinivas Kuchi, President; Mr. Sateesh Varadaraju, Secretary; Mr. Gg
Gatiganti, Vice President; Mr. Murthy Voleti, Member and Mr. Ramesh Manne, Member. Dr R
Seethamraju thanked the executive committee for theontinued supporto the Sydney Telugu Seniors
group in organising various eventsMr. Srinivas Kuchi, on behalf of the STA EC, congratulated Dr Ra
Seethamraju and other committee members for organisisgch evens useful to seniors and promised
continued support. Furthe he has requested all the members to actively participate and present in tl
forthcoming Annual General Meeting of the Association in September 2018 and urged the member
make the association stronger. Further, Mr. Srinivas Kuchi has given the contittils of two experts on
superannuation and legal wdlwho could assist members and provide them otte-one advice. Their
contact details wl be shared with the seniors on request.

Dr Ravi Seethamraju thanked the committee members and volunteers whweehhelped in the preparation
of delicious dinner for all the members; for providing entertainment with light music and classical/f
dances, for setting up the sound system and tables and chairs and for all the physical arrangement

the Hall. At 8.15PM as scheduled, Dr Ravi Seethamraju concluded the evening promising to contit]

Ve

Intergenerational activities where youth participate, present and entertain seniors and exchange
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organising such events and urged members of all age groups to strongly support the initiatives by actiyely
participating in the events as well as helping as volunteers.

For further details on the forthcoming events and activitiesd to offer feedback and/or suggestions
please contact Dr Ravi Seethamraju, Coordinat@ Sydney Telugu Seniors (STS), Telugu Associatiof

(publicofficer.sydneytelugu@gmail.com)
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| greatly appreciate the efforts put in by the editor Smt.Vijaya Gollapudi in bringing this issue in a
totally attractive, alluring and enticing fashion. May God bless her,

Yours truly,
Peyyeti Ranga Rao,
(Writer, Poet, Director, Actor, Musician)
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